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Areas of work

• Integrated Water Management (River Severn Partnership)

• Flood Management and Development (Local Plan and Riverside)

• Water Quality and Nutrient Neutrality (Clun Catchment)

• National thought leadership and Innovation (Advanced Wireless 

Innovation Region)

• Liaison with Severn Trent Water (Strategic and operational 

engagement) 

• Liaison with Regulators (Partnership working and statutory consultee)



Flood Management and Water 
Security

• Today flood zones across the catchment broadly affects…

• 117,000 homes

• 10,250 business and 100,000+ jobs

• 82,000 ha of agricultural land

• 250km of main roads

• Climate change impacts mean that by the year 2100 the River Severn…

• Will be on average 0.85m higher but up to 1.5m higher than current flood 
levels

• But will be lower in summer – 25% less water available for abstraction 

• Frequency and severity of flooding is accelerating

• Three of worst five floods ever recorded happened in last four years

• 1:20 year flood events have happened in each of the last three years



• SC jointly chaired- responding to a need to do things differently
• National support ongoing ministerial engagement, all party MP Caucus, national award 

winner for LGC and MJ Awards 2024
• Secured over £50million to date and £4million in the last 12months
• Strategic programme across whole River Basin
➢ Engagement and lobbying
➢ Short term delivery
➢ Longer term strategy 



Demonstrator Programme - Immediate Delivery and SC Led 



2100+ Climate Resilience Strategy – collaborative change

• SC partnership work with regulators, water companies, local authorities etc
• Joint approach to long term management of flooding from all sources.
• Understanding of wider context- alignment to growth plans, LNRS





• SC part of Joint Project Board 
• Leading benefits, funding and finance 
• Partner engagement



Flood Management and Development

• NPPF and integrated water management thinking is 
currently out of step:

➢ NPPF requirement to model from the outset and 
assume future scenarios to design to.

➢ Defra adaptive thinking to not lock in decisions 
but monitor climate changes over time and make 
decisions as need.



Riverside Redevelopment

• SC piloting an adaptive masterplanning approach
• Joint work with Severn Trent Water (DWMP priority area) and Environment Agency



Water Quality and Nutrient Neutrality

• Historic focus on flood prevention and water 
resource management to solve issues with the river 
rather than seeing it as an integrated system.

• Nutrient neutrality impacts on Wye and Clun 
catchments with embargo on development (c350 
dwellings in Local Plan).

• Point and diffuse sources contributing requiring 
interventions and long term cultural change.

• Lack of clarity on what we interventions can be 
used -restoration and/or mitigation.



Clun Catchment Mitigation

• SC lead role in mitigating nutrients from proposed developments
• Clun Liaison Group- Regulators, Water Company and LA
• Commissioned a mitigation options review and draft implementation plan for 

preferred delivery model has been completed.





Innovation

• SC thought leadership- Flood and Coast, Adept, RICS, RTPI
• Treasury visit and ongoing engagement with minsters and 

Defra SoS
• Marches Forward Partnership positioning as a Trailblazing 

Green Growth Region
• £3.7million secured for RSP Innovation Region for Advanced 

Wireless and now in discussions about potential to extend.
• Defra cross water policy lead support- focus on governance
• Interest from NIC and NICW











Severn Trent Water
Strategically-RSP Board, Local Plan, Clun but more to do

Operationally- Effective joint working on flood events and with projects

Environment Agency
Strategically- RSP Joint Chairs, Clun

Operationally- statutory consultee, partnership projects but more to do  

Engagement and Influence



https://www.riversevernpartnership.org.uk/

(River Severn Partnership, Demonstrator Projects, Advanced Wireless Innovation 
Region)

https://severnvalleywatermanagementscheme.commonplace.is/

(Severn Valley Water Management Scheme)

https://engageenvironmentagency.uk.engagementhq.com/river-severn-partnership-
adaptation-pathway-project?preview=true

(Climate Resilience Strategy)

Further information

https://www.riversevernpartnership.org.uk/
https://severnvalleywatermanagementscheme.commonplace.is/
https://engageenvironmentagency.uk.engagementhq.com/river-severn-partnership-adaptation-pathway-project?preview=true
https://engageenvironmentagency.uk.engagementhq.com/river-severn-partnership-adaptation-pathway-project?preview=true
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